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SUBJECT: REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION TO CONSIDER DEFENSE 

SUMMARY. THE RECENTLY PUBLISHED REPORT OF THE ASSOCIATION 
TO CONSIDER DEFENSE IS LARGELY A RESTATEMENT OF WELL-KNOWN 
JAPANESE POSITIONS ON DEFENSE POLICY, THOUGH IT DOES 
MAKE SOME INTERESTING POINTS ON THE SDF'S PUBLIC 
SERVICE ROLE AND ITS POTENTIAL PARTICIPATION IN UN 
ACTIVITIES. THE REPORT S RELEVANCE LIES IN ITS 
PARALLEL TO JDA MINISTER SAKATA’S OWN THINKING ON SECURITY 
ISSUES. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE ASSOCIATION TO CONSIDER DEFENSE (BOEI KANGAERU 
KAI) HAS RECENTLY MADE PUBLIC ITS REPORT "THINKING 
ABOUT THE DEFENSE OF OUR COUNTRY," WHICH SUMMARIZES 
THE CONTENT OF SIX MEETINGS HELD SINCE THE ASSOCIATION 
WAS FOUNDED IN APRIL. THIS GROUP, ORGANIZED BY JDA 
MINISTER SAKATA, IS A PRIVATE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
INTENDED TO STIMULATE PUBLIC DISCUSSION OF SECURITY 
ISSUES. IT IS COMPOSED OF ELEVEN PRIVATE CITIZENS, 
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INCLUDING FORMER AMBASSADOR USHIDA AS WELL AS DEFENSE 
CRITICS ARAGAKI, HIRASAWA, AND SAEKI. 

2. THE REPORT INCLUDES CHAPTERS ON INTERNATIONAL 
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ISSUES AFFECTING JAPAN'S SECURITY, DOMESTIC 

CONSTRAINTS ON DEFENSE POLICY, THE CONTINUING IMPORTANCE OF THE 
MST, JUSTIFICATIONS FOR THE POSSESSION OF DEFENSE POWER, AND 
THE LEVEL AT WHICH JAPAN SHOULD MAINTAIN SUCH POWER. THERE ARE 
ALSO ESSAYS ON DEFENSE MATTERS BY EACH OF THE ASSOCIATION MEMBERS. 

3. PREDICTABLY, THE REPORT CHANTS SUCH JAPANESE 
DEFENSE REFRAINS AS THE ONE PERCENT OF GNP CEILING 
ON JDA BUDGETS AND SAKATA'S RECENT STRESS ON QUALITY 
RATHER THAN QUANTITY IN FUTURE SDF DEVELOPMENT. IT 
SUPPORTS RATIFICATION OF THE NPT, ARGUES THAT SDF 
WELFARE ACTIVITIES, SUCH AS DISASTER RELIEF, SHOULD 
BE TAKEN AS SERIOUSLY AS ITS STRICTLY MILITARY 
FUNCTIONS, AND CALLS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A 
COMMITTEE IN THE DIET TO DEAL WITH DEFENSE MATTERS. 

THERE IS FREQUENT REFENENCE TO "PEACE MAINTENANCE-" 

DEFINED AS THE CAPABILITY TO DETER SUDDEN, SMALL-SCALE 
ATTACKS AND TO ASSIST IN PUBLIC SERVICE PROJECTS-AS 
THE BASIS FOR JAPAN’S DEFENSE POWER. 

4. THEREPORT'S STATEMENT ON UN COOPERATION HAS BEEN 
TRANSLATED AS FOLLOWS: QTE SINCE SUPPORT OF UN 
ACTIVITIES IS INDICATED IN THE BASIC PLAN FOR NATIONAL 
DEFENSE, SHOULD THIS BE CONSIDERED AS SETTING FORTH 
A CONCRETE ROLE FOR THE SELF-DEFENSE FORCES? 

OVERSEAS DISPATCH OF THE SELF DEFENSE FORCES IS 
FORBIDDEN, BUT IF THERE IS TO BE COOPERATION 

IN PEACEFUL ACTIVITIES OF THE UN, IT WOULD BE BEST TO 
CONSIDER THIS SEPARATELY.. .THERE SHOULD ABSOLUTELY BE NO 
SDF PARTICIPATION IN COMBAT ACTION, BUT MAINLY IN 
FIELDS SUCH AS TRANSPORT, MEDICINE AND COMMUNICATIONS, 

ETC UNQTE. 

5. COMMENT: IN THE WEEK SINCE THE ASSOCIATION'S 
REPORT WAS MADE PUBLIC, THERE HAS BEEN NO SERIOUS 
REACTION TO IT IN EITHER THE DIET OR THE PRESS. 

EVEN THE CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECT OF COOPERATION IN UN 
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ACTIVITIES HAS DRAWN NOTHING MORE THAN A COUPLE 
OF DISTORTED HEADLINES. PRESS COMMENTARY HAS 
TENDED TO EMPHASIZE THE REPORT'S QTE DOVISH UNQTE 
ASPECTS: STRESSING AGREEMENT WITH ITS EMPHASIS 
THAT PEACE MAINTENANCE, RATHER THAN THE EXPANSION 
OF DEFENSE POWER THAT HAS CHARACTERIZED THE FIRST THRU 
FOURTH DEFENSE PLANS, SHOULD BE RATIONALE FOR 
THE SDF. 

6. ON THE WHOLE, THERE IS NOTHING REMARKABLE ABOUT 
THE REPORT-MOST OF ITS CONTENTIONS HAVE BEEN EXPRESSED 
MANY TIMES BEFORE. AS A NUMBER OF OBSERVERS HAVE 
POINTED OUT, THE MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION ARE 
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BASICALLY SYMPATHETIC TO THE JDA AND THE US-JAPAN 
SECURITY RELATIONSHIP. AS A GROUP THEIR POLITICAL IMPACT 
IS MARGINAL. HOWEVER, THE ASSOCIATION'S REPORT SEEMS 
TO BE CLOSELY IN LINE WITH SAKATA'S OWN THINKING ON 
DEFENSE MATTERS, AND PROBABLY FORESHADOWS THE GENERAL 
DIRECTION OF THE JDA'S WHITE PAPER DUE FOR RELEASE 
THIS FALL. 

HODGSON 
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